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IV

THE STORY OF THE MAHA,
BHAKATA1

HAVING established their rule in the Punjab,
the Hindus pushed further east, and founded
kingdoms all along the River Ganges as
far down as Patna. Two tribes became
prominent, the Bharatas near Delhi, and the
Panchalas beyond the city of Agra. They
once waged a fierce war, perhaps in the
same remote age when the city of Troy was
besieged by the Greek armies. The great war
Jof the Bharatas, in which all principalities
throughout the Gangetic valley were in-
volved, is the subject of the Maha-Bharata.
The poem is a rich storehouse of mythological
lore. Legends are grouped around history,
similar to the Nibelung Lay which is also a

1 The epics of India reflect the heroic age which
followed close on the Mantra period. On these
grounds, the Mahl-BMrata has been dealt with
immediately after the Vedic poetry, although the
extant texts do not represent the original epic. None
of the epical or legal literature of the Hindus was
composed before Buddha.